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Foundation, Vision and Intent 
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We want our children to know that God has a plan for them that means they live their best life possible.  
 
Each policy and procedure within school, alongside the ongoing curriculum delivery, our SKATS programme, enrichment and the spiritual development offered to our families through Worship, RE and our links with Church, work towards making this happen. 
 


The Importance of and Entitlement to Geography 
 
The study of geography involves pupils in exploring the relationship and interactions between people and the environments in which they live and upon which they depend.   
 
Many of the pupils who now attend our school will live to see the next century and inhabit a world of 11 billion people. The many opportunities and challenges that will arise during their lifetime will be very much about geography – personal, local, national and global. From adapting and mitigating the impact of climate change to predicting natural hazards such as Tsunami and Earthquakes, to understanding the causes and effects of population migration around the world our pupils will need to know about geography and to think like geographers. Geography helps to prepare them for life in the 21st century with all of its currently unknown possibilities.  
 
In terms of what we teach in Geography and how we encourage and support our pupils to learn the subject, we seek to develop young geographers who are able to make links and connections between the natural world and human activity and to understand the kind of questions geographers ask such as Why is this place like it is, how is it changing and what will be the costs and benefits of these changes when they happen?  
 
In line with the statutory requirements of the school curriculum, which must be balanced and broadly based, our school commits to ensuring that every pupil at every stage of learning has regular and appropriately challenging and engaging learning in Geography which is informed by the National Curriculum. In addition, we will ensure that what our pupils learn in Geography and how they learn it not only inspires and stretches them intellectually but also contributes to their spiritual, moral, cultural and physical development and helps to prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in the 21st century. 
 
Aims 
 
A full version of the National Curriculum Programme of Study for Geography can be viewed at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachme nt_data/file/239044/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Geography.pdf   
 
 Intent
 
In accordance with the importance we attach to Geography, our school aims to: 
 
· stimulate pupils’ interest in their surroundings and in the variety of human and physical conditions on the earth’s surface; 
· foster pupils’ sense of wonder at the beauty of the world surrounding them; 
· help pupils develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment and the future of the human habitat; 
· enhance pupils’ sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people and secure their commitment to promoting and living sustainable lifestyles; 
· develop pupils’ skills of critical enquiry and an ability to handle and interpret information, through asking and answering geographical questions and using computing to communicate with and explore a variety of people, places and environments across the world; 
· help pupils explore values and attitudes about complex issues such as sustainability and sustainable development; 
· enable pupils to study the above across a range of places, cultures and environments at a variety of scales, from local to global; 
· foster a sense of understanding about how we are interconnected and interdependent with other people and ecosystems around the world. 
· give children opportunities to engage in field work in order to explore geographical concepts and knowledge.
 
Geography is taught using the Kapow programme of study. It has been carefully considered and reviewed to ensure it suits the needs and vision of our school and each class has an overview of topics, stating when they should be taught within the school year. Regarding its programme of study, Kapow states the following: 

Kapow Primary’s Geography scheme of work aims to inspire pupils to become curious and explorative thinkers with a diverse knowledge of the world; in other words, to think like a geographer. We want pupils to develop the confidence to question and observe places, measure and record necessary data in various ways, and analyse and present their findings. Through our scheme of work, we aim to build an awareness of how Geography shapes our lives at multiple scales and over time. We hope to encourage pupils to become resourceful, active citizens who will have the skills to contribute to and improve the world around them.

Our scheme encourages:
• A strong focus on developing both geographical skills and knowledge.
• Critical thinking, with the ability to ask perceptive questions and explain and analyse evidence.
• The development of fieldwork skills across each year group.
• A deep interest and knowledge of pupils’ locality and how it differs from other areas of the world.
• A growing understanding of geographical concepts, terms and vocabulary.
Kapow Primary’s Geography scheme of work enables pupils to meet the end of key stage attainment targets in the National curriculum. The aims also align with those in the National curriculum. For EYFS, the activities allow pupils to work towards the ‘Understanding the world’ Development matters statements and Early learning goals, while also covering foundational knowledge that will support them in their further geography learning in Key stage 1.
 
At our school we want pupils to become better geographers and we achieve this by recognising and planning for what becoming better at Geography entails and consequently challenging and supporting our pupils to develop as young geographers as they progress through the school.  

Implementation
 
To enable our vision for Geography to happen we have established a skill based curriculum which recognises the crucial importance of identifying not just what we want our pupils to know in Geography (substantive knowledge), but how this is achieved and how experts in this field think and behave (disciplinary knowledge).

The National Curriculum organises the Geography attainment targets under four subheadings or strands:

• Locational knowledge
• Place knowledge
• Human and physical geography
• Geographical skills and fieldwork

Kapow Primary’s Geography scheme has a clear progression of skills and knowledge within these four strands across each year group. Kapow’s Progression of skills and knowledge shows the skills taught within each year group and how these develop to ensure that attainment targets are securely met by the end of each key stage. Geographical key concepts are woven across all units rather than being taught discretely as seen in the progression of key geographical concepts.

Kapow’s National Curriculum coverage document shows which of our units cover each of the National Curriculum attainment targets as well as each of the four strands in Key stage 1 and 2. The document also reflects which Development matters statements and Early learning goals are met in each activity within the EYFS units.

The Kapow Primary scheme is a spiral curriculum, with essential knowledge and skills revisited with increasing complexity, allowing pupils to revise and build on their previous learning. Locational knowledge, in particular, will be reviewed in each unit to coincide with the belief that this will consolidate children’s understanding of key concepts, such as scale and place, in Geography. 

The two EYFS units provide a solid foundation of geographical skills, knowledge and enquiry for children to transition successfully onto Key stage 1 Geography learning, whilst also working towards the Development matters statements and Early Learning Goals. These units consist of a mixture of adult-led and child-initiated activities which can be selected by the teacher to fit in with Reception class themes or topics.

Cross-curricular links are included throughout each unit, allowing children to make connections and apply their Geography skills to other areas of learning. Our enquiry questions form the basis for our Key stage 1 and 2 units, meaning that pupils gain a solid understanding of geographical knowledge and skills by applying them to answer enquiry questions. We have designed these questions to be open-ended with no preconceived answers and therefore they are genuinely purposeful and engage
pupils in generating a real change. In attempting to answer them, children learn how to collect, interpret and represent data using geographical methodologies and make informed decisions by applying their geographical knowledge.

Each unit contains elements of geographical skills and fieldwork to ensure that fieldwork skills are practised as often as possible. Kapow Primary units follow an enquiry cycle that maps out the fieldwork process of question, observe, measure, record, and present, to reflect the elements mentioned in the National curriculum. This ensures children will learn how to decide on an area of enquiry, plan to measure data using a range of methods, capture the data and present it to a range of appropriate stakeholders in various formats.

Fieldwork includes smaller opportunities on the school grounds to larger-scale visits to investigate physical and human features. Developing fieldwork skills within the school environment and revisiting them in multiple units enables pupils to consolidate their understanding of various methods. It also gives children the confidence to evaluate methodologies without always having to leave the school grounds and do so within the confines of a familiar place. This makes fieldwork regular and accessible while giving children a thorough understanding of their locality, providing a solid foundation when comparing it with other places.

Lessons incorporate various teaching strategies from independent tasks to paired and group work, including practical hands-on, computer-based and collaborative tasks. This variety means that lessons are engaging and appeal to those with a variety of learning styles. Each lesson provides guidance for teachers on how to adapt their teaching to ensure that all pupils can access learning, and opportunities to stretch pupils’ learning are also available if required. Knowledge organisers for each unit support pupils in building a foundation of factual knowledge by encouraging recall of key
facts and vocabulary. Strong subject knowledge is vital for staff to deliver a highly effective and robust Geography curriculum. Each unit of lessons includes multiple teacher videos to develop subject knowledge and support CPD. Kapow Primary has been created with the understanding that many teachers do not feel confident delivering the full Geography curriculum, and every effort has been made to ensure
that they feel supported to deliver lessons of a high standard that ensure pupil progression.

In EYFS, Geography is covered throughout each term, through learning in the EYFS, under the area of Understanding the World. Adult led ‘challenges’ allow for key vocabulary and concepts to be taught and explored, alongside natural learning of geographical concepts through continuous provision areas, for example the Small World Area and Outdoor Area. 

Throughout KS1 and KS2, Geography is taught every other half term, opposite History. This allows for suitable sharing of resources as well as allowing enough time within the timetable to suitably explore the Geography units. It also allows for availability for staffing for fieldwork trips. 

The profile of Geography is raised within school by regular opportunity to discuss topics within our dine and dialogue activities at lunchtime, links to world events within our Picture News worship sessions, our Eco Pupil Voice Group, oracy outcomes, cross-curricular writes and our school’s work surrounding sustainability. 

Implementation

An enquiry-based approach to learning will allow teachers to assess children against the National Curriculum expectations for Geography. The impact of Kapow Primary’s scheme can be constantly monitored through both formative and summative assessment opportunities. Each lesson includes guidance to support teachers in assessing pupils against the learning objectives. Furthermore, each unit has a unit quiz and knowledge catcher, which can be used at the start or end of the unit to assess children’s understanding. Opportunities for children to present their findings using
their geographical skills will also form part of the assessment process in each unit.

After implementing Kapow Primary Geography, pupils should leave school equipped with a range of skills and knowledge to enable them to study Geography with confidence at Key stage 3. We hope to shape children into curious and inspired geographers with respect and appreciation for the world around them alongside an understanding of the interconnection between the human and the physical.

The expected impact of following the Kapow Primary Geography scheme of work is that children will:
● Compare and contrast human and physical features to describe and understand similarities and differences between various places in the UK, Europe and the Americas.
● Name, locate and understand where and why the physical elements of our world are located and how they interact, including processes over time relating to climate, biomes, natural disasters and the water cycle.
● Understand how humans use the land for economic and trading purposes, including how the distribution of natural resources has shaped this.
● Develop an appreciation for how humans are impacted by and have evolved around the physical geography surrounding them and how humans have had an impact on the environment, both positive and negative.
● Develop a sense of location and place around the UK and some areas of the wider world using the eight-points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and keys on maps, globes, atlases, aerial photographs and digital mapping.
● Identify and understand how various elements of our globe create positioning, including latitude, longitude, the hemispheres, the tropics and how time zones work, including night and day.
● Present and answer their own geographical enquiries using planned and specifically chosen methodologies, collected data and digital technologies.
● Meet the ‘Understanding the World’ Early Learning Goals at the end of EYFS, and the end of key stage expectations outlined in the National curriculum for Geography by the end of Year 2 and Year 6.
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Assessment, Performance Descriptors and Reporting 
 
A range of assessment tasks involving written work, annotated maps and diagrams; satellite and photograph interpretation; improvised plays, film animations, news reports, PowerPoint presentations, talks, GIS, discussions and fieldwork are used to assess the performance of pupils against objectives and to form the basis of reporting to parents which occurs in accordance with the school’s whole school policy.  

In order to avoid an over emphasis on assessment to the detriment of learning in Geography a balance is maintained between ensuring we understand how a pupil is progressing and allowing time and space for progress to occur.  To this end all of our assessment is Assessment for Learning (judging where a pupil has reached at one moment in time and determining what they need to do next to progress) other than a summative statement of attainment which occurs at the end of Key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2. The subject co-ordinator keeps evidence of pupil performance against subject outcomes for each stage of learning to ensure consistency of judgements across the school and to use for moderation purposes.   
 
Teachers make routine formative assessments of pupil performance against the outcomes detailed in the objectives of each half termly enquiry and use these to make ongoing evaluations about progress in Geography based on their professional judgement.  These judgements are generated from the scrutiny of a range of evidence generated by the pupil including oral responses and discussions, practical activities such as model making, graphical outputs like annotated diagrams, concept maps, drama pieces and PowerPoints as well as written narratives. 

Assessment grids, which state the attainment of children in each class, are completed by class teachers alongside the teaching of each unit. These are available on Google Drive.

Monitoring and Evaluation and the role of the Geography Coordinator 
All teachers at our school are responsible for monitoring standards in Geography but the Geography Coordinator, under the direction of the Headteacher, takes a lead in this.  Monitoring activities are planned during the year and form part of the Geography Coordinators leadership schedule.   
 
In summary, these are: 
 
· staff meetings to analyse samples of pupils’ geography work to moderate standards (attainment and progress against outcomes and end of stage performance descriptors) to ensure consistency and that colleagues are informed of subject developments at local and national levels with which the Co-ordinator has been involved;  
· lesson observations to ensure that learning and teaching is appropriately engaging and challenging and that progress is being made by the pupils;
· the sampling of  pupils’ work to ensure that expectations in terms of subject outcomes are being maintained through the curriculum; 
· during the year the subject leader provides feedback to staff about the quality of Geography being taught and uses evidence to lead a discussion on standards being achieved within the subject.  
· the Geography Coordinator has the responsibility to take a lead in developing Geography further across the school within the school’s improvement plan; monitoring the effectiveness of teaching and learning; and the use of resources.  Teachers and educational support staff can expect informal support from the Geography Co-ordinator, support arising from the school improvement plan and identified in performance management and induction programmes.  To develop staff confidence and competence in teaching Geography: 
· the Geography Coordinator will attend subject professional development opportunities as they arise and in the context of the whole School Improvement Plan together with the Geography Subject Development Plan; 
· whole-school training needs are identified as a result of the monitoring and evaluation programme; 
· other training needs are identified through induction programmes and performance management review; 
· the subject leader will arrange for relevant advice and information from professional development programmes including courses to be disseminated and, where appropriate, included in improvement planning; 
· where necessary, the subject leader leads (or arranges) school-based subject improvement training for colleagues. 
 
 
Inclusion, Equality of Opportunity and Differentiation 
Geography forms an integral and statutory element of a pupil’s entitlement to learning and at our school we ensure that all pupils can engage with geographical learning and develop as young geographers irrespective of their race, cultural background, gender, religion, creed, level of intellectual ability or physical and emotional circumstances.  Mutual respect and the fostering of empathy and community understanding at local, regional, national and global scales lies at the heart of the study of Geography and at our school we model this in terms of the inclusive nature of the learning and teaching we provide. 
 
Ensuring adaptation is a fundamental and core element of inclusion.  As such we plan and resource our learning, in line with our whole school policies,  to enable all pupils to make good and sustained progress in Geography including those with special educational needs, those with disabilities and those identified as Able Gifted and 
Talented for one reason or another; and those with English as an additional language.   
 
Multi-cultural Themes  
Multi-cultural themes are often encountered in Geography, which affords opportunities to promote understanding. Children should be encouraged to develop an interest in people and places beyond their immediate experience. An awareness of cultural and ethnic diversity within our society should also be promoted, as well as celebration of people who hold different values and beliefs.  
 
Safety Guidelines 
Teachers should refer to the school’s Health and Safety Policy and the safety procedures recommended in the DfEE ‘Health & Safety of Pupils on Education Visits’ guidelines, for the field study aspect of this subject.  
 
Resources 
The resources for Geography topics are mainly based in the classrooms. There is also a bank of resources in the resource room. These include a variety of texts, photographs, posters, artefacts, worksheets and videos. Resources to support the teaching of individual lessons are available on Kapow, alongside CPD videos on how best to use these.

Additional Documents
Additional documents which support and explain the delivery of Geography at St James’, including progression of skills, fieldwork guides and unit overviews are available in the Curriculum>Geography folder on Google Drive.
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